DISCUSSION GUIDE

o This week, pray for God to protect the church from false teaching. Ask God to increase our
discernment and love for grace and truth.

o This week, we learned the attributes of false teachers. We hope that you will learn how to
discern false teaching in a world of YouTube, social media, and bestselling books.
« Before rebuking false teachers, how can we have certainty that we are not false teachers?

» This section opens by saying there were many false teachers. Do you find that there are
many false teachers today?

e How can we discern false teaching without being overly suspicious?

e How do we see evidence of empty talk and deception today?

« The false teachers were swaying whole families. What can we do to protect our families
spiritually?

» False teachers in this context were especially present with religious Jewish groups. How can
false teaching disguise itself in pious habits?

« Imagine that River Oak invited a guest speaker who twisted the scriptures. How should we
respond?

e Imagine that someone in our group says something erroneous. How should we respond?

o What does it look like to rebuke online?

o Using the example of a stoplight (green light, yellow light, red light), how can we discern
popular teachers and movements today?

o What is the importance of a clean conscience? When has your conscience felt most at ease?

o What is the false teacher's relationship to their own conscience?

« Imagine a Venn diagram. One side says, “Christian claims,” the other says, “Christian
actions.” What would the diagram of a false teacher look like? What would your diagram look
like?

o What “Trojan horses” have slipped false teaching into our lives? What are we going to do
about it?

“One-Another Ing”

e Each discussion guide this year will feature one of the scriptures' “one another” statements. These
instructions guide us on how to love one another.
e Honor one another (Romans 12:10) - give clear and specific encouragement to fellow group members




