DISCUSSION GUIDE

Prayer

e In what area do you need God to provide?

Introduction

o This week, we will consider the contrast between hypocritical religious leaders and a humble,
generous widow.

e Who is a movie or book character that displays hypocrisy?

Read Mark 12:38-40

How was Jesus different than these leaders?

According to this passage, who are the teachers or movements that we should avoid?

How can we avoid these hypocritical pitfalls?

The scribes took advantage of the needy. This winter, how can we practically care for those

who are marginalized and in need?

e The scribes prayed long prayers as a pious show. What are the ways that we practice
religion for show instead of sincerity?

o What does the final sentence in this section teach us about God’s judgment?

« Imagine that you invite your neighbor to River Oak this Sunday. She responds, “l don’t go to

church; it is full of hypocrites.” How would you respond?

Read Mark 12:41-44

o This widow took a dramatic risk. She put in all she had to live on. When has God called you
to take a risk that took dramatic faith?

» Picture a sliding scale, one side says, “comfortable faith”, the other says, “costly faith.”
Where does your lifestyle place you on the scale?

e Do you know anyone who is like the widow in this story?

o What do you sense that God is calling you to contribute to his mission?

“One Another” ing...

o Each discussion guide this year will feature one of the scriptures' “one another”
statements. These instructions guide us on how to love one another.
o This week, do not grumble against one another. (James 5:9, ESV)



